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Abstract—Data quality is critically important for big data and
machine learning applications. Data quality systems can analyze
data sets for quality and detection of potential errors. They can
also provide remediation to fix problems encountered in analyzing
data sets. This paper discusses key features that of data quality
analysis systems. We also present new algorithms for efficiently
maintaining updated data quality metrics on changing data sets.
Our algorithms consider anomalies in data regions in determining
how much different regions of data contribute to overall data
metrics. We also make intelligent choices of which data metrics
to update and how frequently to do so in order to limit the
overhead for data quality metric updates.

I. INTRODUCTION

Data quality is critically important. Incorrect or incomplete
values can lead to significant problems in analyzing the data.
In order to check for errors and improve data quality, a number
of systems have been developed for automating the process of
checking for data quality [1], [2], [3], [4], [5]. Data quality
checks have also been handled by database systems; such data
quality checks can generally only be made on data within
the database system. By contrast, the data quality checking
systems in this paper are applicable to data in general; the
data does not need to reside within a specific database and
can be passed as parameters to the functions and methods
which perform the data quality checks.

This paper provides a systematic overview of the key
features that should be included in systems for analyzing data
quality in a wide variety of data analytics and machine learning
applications. We also present new methods for efficiently
analyzing data sets which are changing over time. In many
cases, new data are constantly being streamed in. This requires
data quality metrics to be constantly updated as new data
are received. We present new techniques for optimizing data
quality checks and reducing run-time overhead under these
circumstances.

Data quality can mean different things. [6] defines multiple
data quality dimensions including accessibility, appropriate
amount of data, believability, completeness, concise represen-
tation, consistent representation, ease of manipulation, free-of-
error, interpretability, objectivity, relevancy, reputation, secu-
rity, timeliness, and value-added, which is the extent to which
data is beneficial and provides advantages from its use.

More recently, [1] defined data quality as having the fol-
lowing dimensions:

• Completeness: the degree to which an entity includes data
required to describe a real-world object.

• Consistency: the degree to which a set of semantic rules
are violated. There can be intra-relation constraints, as
well as inter-relation constraints. An inter-relation con-
straint in tabular/relational data may involve data from
multiple tables.

• Accuracy: correctness of data. There is both syntactic and
semantic accuracy.

In this paper, we look at data quality systems with a focus
on analyzing real-time data which is constantly changing. The
remainder of the paper is structured in the following way.
Section II describes key characteristics which we believe are
important for state-of-the-art data quality systems. Section III
presents new algorithms that we have developed for efficiently
analyzing the quality of changing data sets. Finally, Section IV
concludes the paper.

II. IMPORTANT CHARACTERISTICS OF DATA QUALITY
SYSTEMS

Data quality systems need to deal with large data sets which
are constantly changing. The data sets may be used for a
variety of different purposes and may be used for machine
learning models. In this section, we describe important features
in data quality systems.

We define the following features as being essential in a data
quality system:

• Having the ability to test data sets for quality using both
predefined functions as well as user-defined functions.
Predefined functions should exist for common operations
such as checking for missing values. Users should be
able to define their own functions for operations such as
outlier detection.

• The data quality system should be able to associate
constraints with a data sets. Data quality checks include
determining if the constraints are satisfied. The data
quality system should be able to infer some constraints by
analyzing data sets. Users can provide other constraints.
The data quality system can infer an initial set of con-
straints, and users can refine the initial set of constraints
inferred by the data quality system.

• The data quality system should be able to handle chang-
ing data sets and provide analyses of data quality metrics
over time over many updates to a data set.

• Data quality systems should provide remediation where
possible, to try to fix data quality problems. One example
of remediation is imputing missing data values.
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Fig. 1: Common operations in data quality analysis.

• The data quality system needs a good user interface. This
includes providing an easy way for users to provide their
own data quality checks.

• Run-time performance and scalability are critically im-
portant. The data quality system should thus be optimized
to efficiently handle many data quality checks over a sig-
nificant amount of data. Both predefined data checks and
user-defined data checks should be properly optimized
for performance.

• A data quality system should be customizable so that
domain-specific data quality checks can be provided to
handle data sets in specific problem domains.

• Data sets are often analyzed using advanced machine
learning algorithms. Ideally, the way in which data is
analyzed should be considered in determining the types
of data quality checks which are most applicable.

Figure 1 depicts common operations performed by data quality
systems.

Data quality systems typically have built in checks, such
as quantities of missing, unique, distinct, zero, or infinite
values in a data set or part of a data set, such as a row
or column. There can also be checks for correctness and
distributions of data types. It is often desirable to determine
statistical properties of data sets, such as means, medians,
modes, maximums, and minimums. Determining relationships
between different columns of a table, such as correlations, is
also of value.

The data quality system can include special checks for
certain types of data. For example, there are a number of
data quality checks that can be performed specifically for time
series data. These include checks on the validity of timestamps
associated with a data point. For example, checks can deter-
mine if timestamps are missing or out of order. Checks could
also determine if there are duplicate timestamps, as well as if
timestamps are evenly spaced. The data quality system could
also determine if there are gaps between adjacent time stamps

which are too long. Checks for sampling frequency are also
important.

Data quality checks can take the form of constraints.
Constraints are well-known from the database community.
SQL defines a number of constraints, such as NOT NULL,
UNIQUE, PRIMARY KEY, FOREIGN KEY, and others. The
types of constraints in relational databases have been used in
other data quality systems.

The data quality system should have the ability to automat-
ically determine which constraints are likely to hold for a data
set. This can be done by testing a set of constraints on a data
set and showing the results to users. Users can then refine the
set of constraints that the data quality system came up with by
possibly removing some and adding others. The revised list of
constraints can then be applied to new data as it is received.

In addition to predefined data quality checks and constraints,
a data quality system should provide users with the ability
to define their own data quality checks and constraints. That
way, powerful data quality checks can be customized to the
particular data sets being analyzed. One way to allow users to
specify their own data quality checks (including constraints)
is to allow them to define their own methods or functions in
a programming language such as Python. The data quality
system would then invoke the code provided by users to
perform the data quality checks.

As an example, outlier detection is an important feature to
have in a data quality system. The data quality system can
provide basic outlier detection, which would typically involve
range checking, such as determining if a numerical value falls
within a certain range of values. Since general outlier detection
is more complex, users should have the ability to provide their
own functions for detecting outliers.

It should be noted that providing a programmatic application
programming interface (API) using functions or methods in a
language such as Python requires users to have programming
skills. An easier to use interface graphical user interface, such
as one running in a Web browser, can be provided for basic
features. It would not be feasible to provided complicated
user-defined data quality checks using this approach. Future
data quality systems could provide natural language or speech
recognition capabilities which would allow users to control
them via text or spoken dialog [7], [8], [9].

Data quality checking systems for machine learning can
go significantly beyond functionality typically associated with
data quality. One key aspect is remediation. Remediation
is concerned with fixing data quality problems. A typical
example is handling missing values in data sets. A good data
quality system should be able to handle missing values via
data imputation. There are a wide variety of data imputation
algorithms to choose from. A good data quality checking
system should provide a range of different data imputation
algorithms. Simple imputation techniques like mean, median,
and mode are commonly used. More sophisticated such as
multiple imputation using chained equations (MICE) [10] can
result in better accuracy but with higher overhead. Other
techniques such as neural nets and deep learning have also



been used for data imputation [11], [12], [13].
When remediation is performed, there should be ways of

determining how good the remediation techniques are. For data
imputation, one commonly used method for determining the
accuracy of imputation algorithms is to delete known values
and see how accurately each imputation algorithm is able to
predict the deleted known values. The patterns of missing
values can affect the results. It is thus preferable to delete
known values in a manner which is similar to the patterns
of missing data seen in real data sets. The performance of
different imputation algorithms also generally depends on the
amount of missing data. In order to accurately compare the
performance of imputation algorithms, several runs should be
made using different sets of missing data. The overhead for
determining the performance of several imputation algorithms
can be significant, particularly for large data sets. It should be
noted that many data imputation algorithms have parameters.
Optimizing the parameters for each algorithm adds further
overhead. Empirical evidence can be used to preselect a small
number of parameter settings likely to give good performance.
The selection process can further be narrowed by making
intelligent choices on the type of data imputation algorithm
based on the nature of the missing data.

In some cases, the best imputation algorithms can be
determined by considering analytics tasks associated with the
data. For example, suppose that we are trying to construct
the best machine learning model (s) from training data with
missing values. In order to construct these models, it may be
necessary to impute missing values, as the model construction
algorithms may require complete data sets. In this type of
scenario, imputation is an essential step in constructing the
machine learning models. We can try out different imputation
algorithms and pick the one (s) which results in the best fitting
models. This is an example of how the way in which data sets
are analyzed should be considered in analyzing data quality.

Data quality checks can also include detecting data values
which are outliers. Anomaly detection is a key aspect, wherein
anomalous patterns in data can be detected. Data quality
checks can also include detecting changes in data over time
and data drift detection [14], [15], [16].

A. Imputation

In our system, the imputation is a crucial component to
ensure the final quality of a dataset. There are several re-
quirements for this component. First, the component must
provide an imputer algorithm to complete high quality of
imputation. Second, we need to have a quick or at least an
acceptable response time (run-time) for the imputation task.
Third, the quality of the imputation must be persistent. We
define persistence as an imputer’s performance consistency for
the set of datasets sharing similar data properties and similar
missing patterns. The persistence requirement comes from the
likelihood of repeating the same imputation algorithm for a
sequence of imputation tasks for a similar dataset. We define
the missing patterns as the numerical representation of missing

patterns (such as the missing interval and missing consecutive
length distributions).

We support and implement a large number of imputers [17],
[18], [19] as the imputer pool in our imputation component
and a mechanism to select the best imputer. All the imputers
have the same API with a dataset requiring imputing and a set
of imputation parameters as input. Each of the imputers returns
an imputed time series and an object containing results related
to the imputation quality. We group those imputers into three
categories. Except for the statistical imputers, other imput-
ers utilize the neighborhood (temporal proximity) knowledge
around the missing data to estimate missing values. Different
imputers have a different neighborhood scope and different
algorithms to utilize the neighborhood values for imputing.
Considering the potential needs of online and offline imputing,
we have some imputers that only use forward information
(past) for online imputation. Most of them use both forward
and backward neighborhood information to enhance the accu-
racy of imputing. Such imputers only can be used in offline
imputation tasks.

• Statistical Imputers - Using the statistical properties, such
as mean, median, and mode values for missing;

• Interpolation-based and Prediction-based Imputers – ap-
plying various interpolation or rolling and moving aver-
age and interpolation functions to impute the missing;

• ML-based imputers - Applying machine learning, includ-
ing deep learning for imputing. We implement the ML-
based imputers to incorporate the start-of-art imputation
algorithms from the latest research papers [20], [21], [22].

Naturally, each imputer of our imputation pool has its pros
and cons. For example, the pros and cons come from 1)
the ability to handle different missing patterns (such as an
independent and identically distributed (i.i.d) missing versus
consecutive values for time series); the ability to support online
imputing (predictive imputation) versus only supporting offline
imputation (interpolation); and the ability to handle the noise
in the imputation task.

Another necessary functionality of the imputation compo-
nent is to support the imputer selection for a given dataset.
To better serve the selection process, we define multiple
metrics for each imputer. We compute the metrics based on
multiple iterations of the imputation over the same dataset.
We have a more detailed explanation in the next paragraph.
The performance metrics are a) mean-square-error (MSE), b)
mean-absolute-error (MAE), c) the p-value of the hypothesis
test of the imputed and original datasets are statistically iden-
tical, and d) Kullback–Leibler (K-L)divergence distance of the
imputed and original datasets. The run-time imputation time
metric is the time required for the imputation. The persistence
metric is the consistency of an imputer. We define persistence
as the ratio (variance ratio) of the standard deviation of a
performance metric (such as MAE or MSE) over the metric’s
average.

We support two methods of imputation selection. First, in
requiring a quick decision of best imputer selection, we have a
static lookup allowing the user to choose the best imputer. We



have developed a lookup table which contains the imputation
metrics for a given set of benchmark datasets with different
missing patterns. Three of the datasets come from R’s time
series package (imputeTS). The remaining six are publicly
available time series datasets. A user selects an imputer based
on the imputation requirements (accuracy, run-time response
time, and persistence) and the dataset’s (and missing pattern’s)
similarity compared with the benchmark dataset (and missing
pattern). To ensure the lookup table’s metrics’ reliability, we
iterate multiple times for a given dataset and a missing pattern
to compute the metric’s averages and standard deviations. Each
iteration generates different missing data points but following
the same missing pattern.

In addition to the lookup table, we also provide a more
advanced algorithm to select the best imputer, named per-
formance verifiable algorithm or functionality [23]. Different
from the static lookup table, the performance verifiable algo-
rithm provides a more reliable performance assessment. We
add artificial missing data points and estimate an imputer’s
performance based on imputation performance on those added
points. Our algorithm first analyzes the missing pattern, then
creates artificial missing values based on the missing pattern.
We calculate the performance by comparing the imputed
values and the ground truths for the artificial missing data
points. Again, to ensure selection reliability, we have multiple
iterations of generating artificial missing data points. We use
the performance metric and run-time response time averages
as performance, algorithm speed, and variance ratio as the
imputer’s persistence metric. Such a verifiable performance
algorithm is more reliable than a static lookup table to choose
the best imputer. However, we still need to pay attention to a
possible pitfall. We notice that such estimation might generate
system bias to underestimate the imputer’s accuracy if we
leverage a large size of artificial missing data points. The
reason is that the artificial added missing data points disturb
the original missing. To minimize the impact of potential
systematic bias, we need to control the introduced artificial
missing points. The minimal size acceptable is introducing
only ONE missing point sampled. However, if we choose a
small number of artificial missing data points, we need to use
more iterations to ensure estimation reliability.

B. Future Directions

Future research is needed to better integrate data quality
analysis with the way in which data sets are analyzed by
applications. We gave an example of how this can be done
in the context of imputation. Certain metrics might be more
important for certain types of data analysis than others, and
this needs to be more properly elucidated. That way, the
right data quality metrics can be emphasized depending on
the specific analytics task. The problem is of increasing
importance as the complexity of analysis of the application
becomes greater.

Ideally, the data quality analysis should be integrated with
the application so that the data quality checks are customized
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Fig. 2: Important features for real-time data quality analysis.

to both the types of analysis being done on the application as
well as the specific problem domain.

Another area of research is improving the user interface to
data quality systems. Providing a programmatic application
programming interface (API) using functions or methods in a
language such as Python is a good solution for users with
programming skills. For users without programming skills,
other user interfaces are needed providing graphical features
as well as natural language understanding and possibly speech
recognition as well.

III. EFFICIENT ANALYSIS OF CHANGING DATA SETS

Figure 2 depicts important features for real-time data quality
analysis. Since data quality systems often perform a significant
number of data quality checks over large data sets, compu-
tational overhead can be significant. Thus, performance and
scalability are quite important. One approach for improving
efficiency of data quality computations on changing data sets
is to perform incremental computations in which results on
previous data sets are used to determine the performance on
new data sets. When a previous data set d1 is updated with
a new data set d2, we may be able to avoid performing at
least some computations over parts of the data set which have
not changed. In order for this approach to work, the data
quality system needs to be aware of the previous computations
which have been performed on d1 as well as the changes
between d1 and d2. The data quality system can then focus
on performing computations on the deltas between between d1
and d2 and combine these new computations with the earlier
ones performed on d1 to obtain data quality metrics for d2.

There are also computations which are common across
different data quality metrics. A global optimizer can consider
all of the data quality metrics that need to be performed and
identify the common computations among the data quality
metrics so that the common computations only need to be
performed once and the results can be shared across the data
quality metrics having common computations.

We provide different types of checks for univariate and mul-
tivariate data. For multivariate data, we check for relationships
among different variables. This can include determining how
different variables are correlated, determining sign relation-
ships between different variables, determining if one variable
is (almost always) greater than (or less than) another variable,
determining if two variables are equal, etc.

One of the challenges with comparing multivariate data is
that the number of comparisons can grow exponentially with



the number of variables being compared to each other. There-
fore, it is often important to limit the number of comparisons
of multiple variables to prevent the overhead from blowing up.

A key issue in data analysis is that the data may be
constantly changing. As the data change, the data quality
metrics can change as well. As data are updated, data quality
metrics need to be updated in an intelligent way. If they
are updated too frequently in response to any new data, the
overhead for maintaining the metrics might be prohibitively
high. If, on the other hand, the metrics are not updated very
frequently, the data quality metrics can become outdated and
stale. We have developed methods for maintaining data quality
metrics which provide a good balance between maintaining
updated metrics and not consuming too much overhead.

A key aspect of our data quality system is that we define
multiple metrics which are changing over time. As a simple
example, consider a metric which determines missing values
in a data set, check na columns. If no new data are streaming
in, then check na columns only has to be run on a data set
once. If new values are constantly being streamed in, then
check na columns needs to be run on the new data values.
One option is to run check na columns on the entire updated
data set when new data are received. This results in redundant
calculations, because previous checks will have determined
proper values which can be re-used. It is thus possible to
improve computational efficiency by only determining missing
values in newly received data and combining this with output
from previous runs of check na columns. Similar techniques
can be applied to incrementally calculate metrics such as
mean, variance, and standard deviation.

It is often important to perform data analysis computations
such as regression analysis. There has been past work in devel-
oping incremental approaches for performing linear regression
and logistic regression [24], [25], [26].

[1] describes a data quality system used by Amazon. The
paper describes incremental computations for a number of
metrics, including size, compliance, completeness, uniqueness,
entropy, mutual information, and predictability.

While our system provides incremental computations for a
number of different data quality metrics, it goes beyond past
work in defining new metrics for evolving data sets which are
changing over time. For changing data sets, it is desirable
to define new metrics which are applicable to constantly
changing data rather than just using existing metrics. Consider
a data quality metric d1. This metric could represent a number
of possibilities, including missing data, finding low-variance
variables, averages, standard deviations, medians, checks for
constant values, non-repeating values, repeating values, most
occurring values, duplicate values across columns, duplicate
rows, etc.

If the data are being streamed in, we may not want to apply
these checks monolithically across all existing data values.
Instead, we may want to look at these data quality checks
applied to certain windows of the data. We thus allow data
quality checks to be defined across specific windows of a data
set. Here are some of the options that we provide for defining

these data quality metrics:
• Apply for a window defined between a start time and an

end time
• Apply to each batch of new data which is received. An

aggregate figure, d1(batch1), is computed for each batch
of data batch1. We then plot the values of d(batch1) with
d(batch1) on the y-axis and time values on the x-axis.

• Different time periods can be given different weights
for calculating data quality metrics. In general, more
recent data points can be assigned higher weights than
less recent data points for assessing data quality metrics.
Exponential weighting is one possibility, although not
the only one. Note that each sample can be assigned a
different weight based on its time. Another approach is
to group samples by time intervals and assign the same
weight to a set of samples belonging to the same group.

• In some cases, older values can be ignored entirely.
Different algorithms can be applied to determine which
older values should be ignored.

We provide data quality metrics which are parameterized by
time. The metrics can be calculated and visualized over any
range of data points.

Our system gives complete analyses of data sets, including
constraints which are applicable to a data set. Examples of
constraints include null values not exceeding a threshold, aver-
age (standard deviation, variance, median, etc.) falling within
a certain range, two columns having a certain mathematical
relationship or correlation, etc. With real-time streaming data,
applicability of constraints is not a static, fixed property. A
constraint may be applicable at one particular time, but not for
new data which are being received. We thus provide analysis
of constraints across multiple time scales. The applicability of
a constraint or set of constraints is thus dynamic and expected
to vary over time.

As an example. consider a function:

related(feature1, feature2, start_time,
end_time)

This function returns a value between 1 and -1 indicating
correlation between feature1 and feature2 for a specific time
interval. Our system maintains related values over several
different time intervals. We flag time intervals, ti, where
related shows anomalous behavior. An example of anomalous
behavior would be the value of related changing to values
not seen before. Those time intervals are surfaced to the
user as anomalous. Anomalous time intervals can be left
out or assigned a lower weight in calculating overall quality
assessments.

As another example, consider a function:

check_na_columns(df, start_time1,
end_time)

which checks columns for missing values over specific time
ranges. This function can be used to detect which parts of
the data should be assigned higher weights in calculating data
quality metrics. For example, if check na columns indicates
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an abnormal proportion of missing values in an interval, it
may be appropriate to assign less weight to the interval in
calculating data quality metrics.

It should be noted that a higher proportion of missing
values does not necessarily mean that a time interval should
be assigned a lower weight. In many cases, we are looking for
an anomalous proportion of null values. That could indicate
an abnormally high or low proportion of missing values. If
a particular data interval has an unusually low proportion of
missing values compared to other intervals, this could indicate
an anomaly which would mean that the interval should be
assigned a lower weight than other intervals with a proportion
of missing values closer to the mean.

In general, we try to identify anomalous regions of data
when computing data quality metrics. Those anomalous re-
gions of data are assigned lower weights in computing overall
data quality metrics (Figure 3). Anomalous regions can be
defined in a number of different ways. For example, an anoma-
lous region could be a data region in which the proportion
of missing values exceeds the average proportion of missing
values by a threshold. Alternatively, an anomalous data region
may comprise a data region in which the proportion of missing
values differs from a proportion of null values for other
data by a threshold. A wide variety of other criteria can be
used for identifying anomalous data regions. For example, an
anomalous data region might correspond to a region where
a proportion of data values which are outliers exceeds a
threshold. In order to determine outliers, ranges of values
can be specified. An outlier would fall outside the range of
specified values. User-defined functions can also be provided
to determine outliers.

An anomalous data region might also correspond to a
region having different statistical properties from other data
regions. For example, an anomalous data region might have
a mean, median, mode, variance, and/or standard deviation
which differs from other data by a threshold.

We assign aggregate data quality metrics based on the
weights. The aggregate data quality metric would be the
weighted sum of data quality metrics for each region,
where anomalous regions are assigned lower weights. Default
weights can be assigned to regions without anomalies.

Our data quality system may need to maintain state informa-
tion about previous computations. For example, suppose that

it has computed data quality metrics for a data set d1. The
state information corresponding to these data quality metrics
(example: proportion of null values in d1, average, mean,
standard deviation for all or part of d1, etc.) is maintained
as the system computes data quality metrics for a new version
of the data set, d2. In general, with an evolving data set, it is
desirable to maintain data quality metrics for past versions of
the data set.

This state information can be maintained in a file system
or database. For situations in which it is not feasible to use a
file system or database to maintain state information, the state
information can be passed between a client program accessing
our data quality system and the data quality system via our API
(application programming interface). That way, our system
generates the state variables, and once the state variables are
created, they are passed between our data quality system and
client programs via our API.

There are often trade-offs between efficiency and accuracy
of data quality metrics. Achieving the most accurate and up-
to-date data quality metrics at all times can have prohibitive
overhead. Thus, appropriate trade-offs have to be made in
providing reasonable data quality estimates while not using too
many computational resources. Intelligent choices can be made
in both the frequency for recalculating data quality metrics
and selecting the most appropriate data quality metrics to
recalculate.

The problem is exacerbated by large data sets, because
larger data sets generally consume more computational re-
sources. The number of data quality metrics users are inter-
ested in can also affect performance. If a user is interested in
tracking a large number of data quality metrics, the overhead
will generally be higher than for tracking a smaller number of
data quality metrics.

A key element of our approach is to maintain information
on performance of different data quality metrics as a function
of data size and possibly other characteristics of the data. We
maintain historical data on the performance of our data quality
metrics. As new data sets are analyzed, we maintain persistent
information on performance and other execution characteris-
tics in a history recorder (HR). The HR is analyzed to better
understand the performance of our data quality metrics. The
HR maintains information on execution of data quality metrics.
When a data quality metric function is executed, the HR
records information, such as:

• Data quality function name and parameters
• Sizes/dimensions of data sets being analyzed
• CPU time consumed by function execution
• Wall clock time consumed by function execution
• I/O and/or network overhead if significant
• Hardware and software used to execute the function

For tabular data, the HR maintains information such as
number of rows, number of columns, as well as information
on data types of columns (e.g. numerical, string, categorical,
etc.). The HR allows our system to create performance profiles
for all of the data quality metrics of interest. For a given data



set and data set size, we can thus estimate the overheads for
different data quality metrics performed on that data set.

The HR maintains information both from running bench-
marks we have developed to test our system as well as from
past execution on real workloads from customers and other
users.

We also maintain information on how data quality metrics
change with changes in the data itself. This information can
be used to predict how much data quality metrics would be
expected to change in response to new data. Such change
predictions can be made using simple calculations or more
complex machine learning models.

We focus on limiting invocations of data quality metrics
with high overhead. Data quality metrics with lower overhead
can be executed more frequently. We also focus on both the
rate of change of data and the data quality metrics themselves.
If the rate of change is higher, then data quality metrics need
to be recalculated more frequently.

As more data are received, we can estimate using simple
calculations and predictive models how much data quality
metrics are expected to change. It is more important to
recalculate data metrics which are expected to change the
most.

When we recalculate our data quality metrics, we have up-
dated information on how much they have changed in response
to changes in the data. This information can be used to update
predictive models on how data quality metrics change with
changes in the input data. This way, as our system executes,
it gets smarter over time in predicting the behavior of data
quality metrics and more accurate in computing performance
metrics (with limited computational resources) over time.

Users have the ability to assign an importance score to data
quality metrics. A higher importance score indicates that it is
more important to have the most up-to-date scores for a data
quality metric.

Thus, we have the following criteria for ranking data quality
metrics:

• Computational overhead
• Rate of change (as a function of changing input data)
• Importance score provided by users
Our system ranks data quality metrics by these criteria.

Based on the rank of a data quality metric, we assign a relative
frequency for recalculating each data quality metric. Higher
ranked data quality metrics are recalculated more frequently.

Our system has a limited budget for computing data quality
metrics. Computational resources are not unbounded. Based
on the computational resources available, our system computes
data quality metrics based on the relative frequencies assigned
in the ranking process.

Note that the relative frequencies are dynamic and may
change over time. This could occur, for example, if the rate
of change for one or more data quality metrics changes over
time.

Figure 4 depicts the algorithm for prioritizing data quality
metrics to update. In Step 1, the system maintains past
statistics on computational overhead, o, and rate of change, f ,

Data Quality Metric Prioritization Algorithm 1

Maintain past statistics on 
computational overhead(o) and 

rate of change (f) for data 
quality metrics

Users optionally assign 
importance value (i) for one or 
more metrics. Default i values 

are 1

System computes ranking,
r(o, f, i) for each metric

System can devote tmax time 
to updating data quality 

metrics

System performs updates to 
metrics in order specified by 

ranking function r 

1 2 3

6 5 4

System  stops after all metrics
have been updated or if
tmax is exceeded 

Fig. 4: Prioritizing data quality computations.
Data Quality Metric Prioritization Algorithm 2

Maintain past statistics on 
computational overhead (o) 

and rate of change (f) for data 
quality metrics

Users optionally assign 
importance value (i) for one or 
more metrics. Default i values 

are 1

System computes rating,
r1(o, f, i) for each metric

System can devote tmax time 
to updating data quality 

metrics

System performs updates to 
metrics with frequencies 
proportional to r1 values 

1 2 3

6 5 4

System  stops after all metrics
have been updated or if
tmax is exceeded 

Fig. 5: Prioritizing data quality computations while allowing
all data quality metrics to be updated.

for different data quality metrics. f represents the magnitude
with which a data quality metric changes as new data are
received. This step is continuously executing over time.

In Step 2, users optionally assign an importance value, i,
for one or more metrics. Default i values are 1, for situations
in which users do not provide an importance value.

The system computes ranking r(o, f, i) for each metric in
Step 3. A variety of different functions can be used for r. One
such example is the following. A rating is assigned using a
function:
rating = a ∗ o+ b ∗ f + c ∗ i where:

• a is a negative constant, and b, and c are positive constants
• o is overhead for computing the data quality metric
• f is the rate of change of the data quality metric as new

data are received
• i is the importance of the data quality metric provided by

a user (default value of 1 if not provided)
The ranking function r orders data quality metrics in

decreasing order by ratings.
The system can devote tmax time to updating data quality

metrics (Step 4). In Step 5, the system performs updates
to metrics in an order specified by ranking function r. The
system stops performing updates to data quality metrics after
all metrics have been updated or if tmax is exceeded (Step 6).

One of the issues with the algorithm in Figure 4 is that if the
system always runs out of time to compute data quality metrics
(i.e. tmax is always exceeded), low-ranked data quality metrics
might never be updated. The algorithm depicted in Figure 5
avoids this problem.

In Step 1, the system maintains past statistics on compu-
tational overhead, o, and rate of change, f , for different data



quality metrics. f represents the magnitude with which a data
quality metric changes as new data are received. This step is
continuously executing over time.

In Step 2, users optionally assign an importance value, i,
for one or more metrics. Default i values are 1, for situations
in which users do not provide an importance value.

The system computes a rating r1(o, f, i) for each metric
in Step 3. A variety of different functions can be used for
r1, including the one defined above for r. r1 values represent
relative frequencies for which the system should update a data
quality metric. All r1 values should be positive. In order to
ensure that all data quality metrics are computed at least some
of the time, even if tmax is always exceeded, the ratio between
highest and lowest values should not be too high.

The system can devote tmax time to updating data quality
metrics (Step 4). In Step 5, the system performs updates to
metrics. Each metric is updated with a frequency proportional
to its r1 value. The system stops performing updates to data
quality metrics after all metrics have been updated or if tmax
is exceeded (Step 6).

IV. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

This paper has presented an overview of systems for an-
alyzing data quality. We have described key features in data
quality systems and presented new algorithms for efficiently
analyzing quality in changing data sets.

Future research is needed in correlating data quality met-
rics with analyses being performed on the data sets. This
is particularly important when the data are being used for
training, validation, and test sets in machine learning. Progress
in this area would allow considerably better integration of the
data quality systems with the data analytics applications and
machine learning algorithms being used to analyze the data.
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